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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-7 are now pending, wherein claims 1-4 are drawn to an adhesive; claims 5-7 are 
drawn to a patch. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1-7 are objected to because of the following informalities: claim 1, lines 2-4, "one 
or more kinds of acrylic or methacrylic monomer unit, at least one of the kinds of monomer unit 
having a hydroxy group, and the polymer" is suggested to be changed to —at least one of the 
kinds of acrylic or methacrylic monomer unit and at least one of the kinds of monomer unit 
having a hydroxy group, the polymer--. See page 7 of the Specification, lines 20-22. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The followmg is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the 
United States. 
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4. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Tsubota et al. (US 
5,049,417). 



An adhesiv 
a polymer 


one or more kinds of acrylic or methacrylic monomer unit 








one or more kinds of monomer unit having a hydroxy group 


wherein the polymer is crosslinked by a boron-containing compound 



(summary of claim 1) 



Tsubota et al. disclose an acrylic adhesive which is obtained from the copolymerization 
of 2-ethylhexyl acrylate, ethyl aery late, N-vinyl-2-pyrrolidone, acrylic acid, and 2- 
liydroxyethyl acryMc acid (Examples 4-7 and 9). Tsubota et al. further disclose that "[fjor the 
adhesives having hydroxy groups such as 2-hydroxyethyl methacrylate, the following 
compounds are useful as crossUnking agents: . . . .boric acid. . ."(col. 1 1, lines 21-32). Tsubota et 
al. furthermore disclose that the acrylic adhesive is appUed to make an adhesive plaster used in 
the medical field (col. 1, lines 12-21). It is noted that the water containing a crosslinking agent is 
apphed onto the adhesive layer for crosslinking adhesive material (col. 6, lines 33-51). The 
amount of water left on the adhesive plaster would be trace, which reads on "substantially no 
water." Thus, the present claims are anticipated by the disclosure of Tsubota et al. 

Conclusion 



5. 



Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 



Application/Control Number: 10/502,474 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1713 

examiner should be directed to Ling-Siu Choi whose telephone number is 571-272-1098. 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
David Wu, can be reach on 571-272-1 1 14. 
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